
MINUTES OF THE MEETING  
South Fraser Branch of BC Registered Music Teachers’ Association  

Wednesday, June 15th, 2022  
Northwood United Church, 10 am  

 
 
15 Attendees: 
Alison d’Entremont  
Léa Tsui 
Megnum Otani 
Kamela Christaki 
Diane Szarapka 
Lydia Yang 
Emma Shi 
Eva Law 
Adolf Lin 
Christy Kuettel 
Leslie Chen 
Calla Strain 
Susan Senkow 
Esther Neufeld 
Carmen Roberts 
 
Welcome by Alison d’Entremont, President     
  
  
Reading of the Minutes:  Alison summarized the main issues discussed from the 
previous meeting held the Northwood United Church on April 20th. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Megumi Otani 
 

o Megumi said that she did not get any hand over from the previous treasure.  After the 
April meeting, she started looking into the branch’ finances.  She found these issues: 

- We do not have a budget for 2022-2023.   
- The two terms deposited for scholarship fund for the festival were not renewed.  

At the time of maturity in December 2021, the fund from those two accounts were 
deposited to a general account in December 2021. 

- There was a problem with a cheque, issued by the provincial BCMTA.  The 
provincial treasure wrote a cheque to Surrey BCRMTA which should have been 
written as South Fraser BCRMTA. 

-  Megumi does not have access to the bank statement. 
 

o The solutions and actions for those problems Megumi mentioned are: 
- Budget meeting will be held during the first week of July.  If someone has any 

written request for funds from the branch, she or he should let the executive 



know by the end of the next week, June 24.  Any musical event will not financially 
support unless we submit our request first.  Megumi also asked teachers to give 
any idea or opinion for budget to enhance our branch. 

- Megumi created two terms deposit for GIC $5000 and $2000.   
- For the wrong cheque from the provincial treasure, Megumi communicated with 

the provincial treasure several times, and received a right one.   
- The cheque we got a deposit was $3698.  It is for eighty-two members and three 

STAs.    
- She is currently waiting for her bank account card. 

 
 
Business: 
 

1. Report on BCRMT Presidents Forum:  Alison d’Entremont 
 
Report on Branch Presidents’ Forum, held on May 31st, 2022 on Zoom 
 
There were 18 people present at this round table discussion of Branch Presidents 
across BC. The meeting was chaired by Barbara Siemens, 1st Vice President of 
BCRMTA. Each representative spoke briefly about their branch, their own experiences 
on the Executive, and the branch’s main concerns. 
 
Topics of concern: 
Recruiting volunteers for executive and committee positions 
Building community after covid/zoom 
Increasing attendance/involvement at meetings 
Getting non piano instrument teachers involved 
Recruiting new members 
Long Term, BCRMTA needs to raise profile provincially and locally. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday October 18th and will focus on addressing two 
of the main concerns brought forward by the Branch Presidents. These topics will be 
chosen closer to the date. 
 
Report respectfully submitted by Alison d’Entremont, President 
 

2. Reminder of upcoming Conferences:  SoundVision Conference – The deadline has 
passed but they are taking in new applications. This event could possibly be a 
hybrid event, meaning there will be on online and in person conference, we also 
encourage our students and teachers to apply as they haven’t met their quota for 
the event. There will be a CMFTA meeting on July 7-8 and online conference on 
using technology and teaching.  

 
3. Report on Provincial Council Meeting: Esther Neufeld 

 
June 15, 2022 
 
Provincial Council Report to South Fraser Branch 



 
The #585 Provincial Council Meeting was held via zoom on April 24, 2022. 
 
How do you bring a brief report on 31 pages of minutes from a meeting that took more 
than 3 hours? 
 
Fortunately, the minutes can be found on the provincial website. Bcrmta.bc.ca. which are 
easily accessed with the password: 
 
Correspondence reported large number of emails exchanged. Of note the secretary 
spent a total of 193 hours (average of four hours per week on duties in 2021. 
 
Finance Committee Report Motion was carried that periodic oversight of the 
BCRMTA’s finances is prudent, so there will be review by a certified accountant every 
three years. Until 1997 this was done annually and from 97 till now somewhat sporadic. 
 
Registrar’s Report 97% of renewals took place online. 25 members renewed with 
cheques.  A graph was presented showing the membership of each branch including if 
they were up or down from last year. 
 
We have a provincial total of 799 members. The largest branch is Vancouver Burnaby 
with 177, Victoria 105, and in third place South Fraser is tied with Richmond at 85. 
21 members will receive their 25-year pin. This includes our own Lea Tsui! Your pin will 
arrive by mail. 
 
The Pedagogy Award Winner was announced: our own Lydia Yang. Motion was carried 
that in an effort to include pedagogy students who are studying at institutions outside of 
RCM, BCCM, CC conservatories, we open a fourth category for the pedagogy award. An 
ad hoc committee will review applications to decide on recipient eligibility. 
 
Do you know that Provincial gives out musical community service rewards? This can 
help our students who are required to work many volunteer hours. For more details visit 
the provincial website. 
 
Professional Development – Branches less than 40 members are eligible to receive a 
grant of $300 every other year. We don’t qualify. However we DO qualify for the Heritage 
Fund Grant of $200 every year. We have not been taking advantage of this fund to 
subsidize costs of our professional development. This is free money. More info can be 
found at bcrmta.bc.ca under PROGRAMS FOR BRANCHES. 
 
LOGOS 
 
Provincial has designed new branch logos. We are one of three branches that have not 
responded. 
Contact webmaster@bcrmta.bc.ca Once she has the year our branch started she will 
complete ours. 
 
Of interest: Motion was carried that we get with the times and our provincial website will 
acknowledge use of indigenous land. 



 
Respectfully Submitted by Esther Neufeld 
 

4. Webmaster Report:  A letter was submitted by Michelle Bumpus 
 
The content of the submitted letter includes:  
 
2022.06.15 
 
Website Report 
 
As discussed at the previous meeting, the website needs to be updated, which will be a 
paid service.  The Executive voted and all agreed to go ahead with the website update.  
The initial cost estimate was $500, but it may not be enough as the event calendar 
update became apparent after the initial estimate. Jerry may also discover other 
problems and will let us know what the extra cost will be once he begins work in August.  
The update is scheduled to take place in August by Jerry Wang.  He will do the 
following:  
- theme update 
- event calendar update 
- teacher list search engine update 
 
 Respectfully submitted by 
Michelle Bumpus, South Fraser Webmaster 
 

5. South Fraser Music Festival Report:  Christy Kuettel 
   

o The festival was quite successful.  There were 465 solo entries, several concert groups, 
and 18-19 ensembles entries; that Christy had to hire two additional adjudicators.   

o Christy mentioned that she was deeply touched by hearing the students’ performances 
that moved her during the festival and believed that the other teachers felt the same way 
as she did. 

o Workshop:   Christy said that it was a really enriching workshop.  She said several 
times that she teared up not only because of the knowledge and insight she received 
from the workshop given by Dr. Ross, but also because, we were finally all together and 
shared our thoughts and insights during the workshop and the refreshment.   

o Concert:  She was scared to death because the tickets were not sold enough until 
Monday morning, but huge number of people came to see Dr. Ross’s concert on 
Thursday evening.  The concert was breathtaking and amazing.  Dr. Ross was really 
connected to the audience. 

o Finally, Christy showed deep appreciation to those teachers who stepped up graciously 
to take duties to fill in the suddenly emptied spots.  There were so many volunteers at 
the celebration recital that it went smoothly even though it was Mother’s Day.  Christy 
also read two letters from Dr. Terence Dawson and one of the senior students who 
received a scholarship at the celebration recital.  Dr. Dawson showed his appreciation 
about his wonderful and heartfelt experience during the festival.  The senior student 
delivered the letter directly to Christy’s door.  He showed his great appreciation for 



receiving an award and was very grateful for all the supports of the South Fraser Branch 
teachers, especially his own teacher, Maureen Hollins.   
 

Discussion on the future of our Branch: 
 
We need volunteers to make the events we offer possible.  Our branch would absolutely love to 
sponsor the following: 
 

1. A Canada Music Week Event 
2. Various Workshops for Professional Development  
3. Opportunities for students to perform 

 
People interested in volunteering to work on these projects can email Alison at 
alison.neufeld@yahoo.ca 
 
 
Adjournment:   Kala made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


