
“CONCERTO STARS” – THE FINAL WORD . . . 
 
 
After a busy week, I wanted to take a moment to THANK YOU for the Concerto Stars 
experience! 
I can’t say enough about how wonderful the evening of the performance was. Each 
performer was a star and we were excited for each and every one of them. We felt some 
familiarity with everyone after meeting them for performances and rehearsals throughout 
the year and felt genuine joy as they crossed the stage. Highlights of the entire process 
included the rehearsals with Clyde Mitchell who was phenomenal in encouraging the 
children. We were blown away by the orchestra on performance night, not just because 
their playing was beautiful, but because they smiled at each of these kids like they were 
the next Ian Parker! The orchestra members, especially the First Violinist, appeared to 
thoroughly enjoy the evening and cheer on each and every young pianist. Backstage, the 
two Robs were amazing. Both hilarious and precise. They ran the show like clockwork 
and taught our kids so much about the technicality of putting on a show and the fun of 
performing. 
The after-effects have already been felt in our home, where both of our girls are anxious 
to pursue pieces they heard at Concerto Stars. Our eldest, who stepped back from piano 
last year, has played every day this week. Our entire extended family was impressed with 
the performance – even a dear deaf Grandma who could only take in the beautiful 
spectacle and hear not a note! 
The roses for the performers and the opportunity to hear Ian Parker were icing on the 
cake. 
Thank you so much! It is our sincere hope that “Concerto Stars” will continue in coming 
years, hopefully growing in participation as we can now show teachers and students of 
the Branch what the final outcome can be. Spectacular! 
RACHEL CHARRON (MOTHER) 
 
** 
 
Just now, I asked Roy how he felt about the Concerto Stars.  His reply is "very exciting". 
He thinks he cooperated with the band "very smooth" and "not nervous in the final 
performance".  He hopes he could choose a more difficult and longer one for next time. 
(if he could be chosen :) ) 
As a parent, I felt Roy is very proud of the whole event.  He put one poster in his 
classroom and another one in school's library. He explained carefully to others about the 
Concerto Stars, and where to buy the tickets. He invited his teacher to the Bell Center. 
This Monday, he came back proudly and told us some of his classmates had seen his 
name in the newspaper for this event.  I believe this will be something that he will 
remember in his life. 
My personal idea is this is a great event for the young players, and this makes them love 
the music even more. I felt this event just kept a little bit long.  If it could limit to half 
year, then the players will fell fresh about the piece they choose. For other part of this 
event, all is perfect. 
 



Thank you, Mr. Thompson. Thanks for all the efforts, time and energy you spent on Roy. 
Roy very appreciated your help in his play. Roy is a shy boy, and he is not good at 
express his feelings.  He really wants to say Thank You to you. 
JANE JIANG (MOTHER) 
 
** 
 
Ian was quite amazing....I mean, one of those concertos is enough of a challenge on a 
good night! Both of them, in the same breath, - so to say - is an astonishing feat of 
pianism! Well, piano teachers are used to lots of notes, and when they are actually flying 
in the right direction, so much the better!  That's not to say that the kids weren't 
delightful, too. Whoever dreamed up the whole concept of that evening, it was a great 
and successful idea. 
GEORGE ZUKERMAN, IMPRESSARIO 
 
** 
 
John and I were at the concert on May 12 - WHAT A FABULOUS EVENING - we were 
both in awe at the scope of the project and the performance level of everyone - Kudos to 
you and your branch..... 
JOANNE LOUGHEED 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT, BCRMTA 
COQUITLAM BRANCH 
 
** 
 
For my part,  I was very pleased that this event took place in our branch. 
Sometimes it was challenging to face a potential shortfall, but revving up 
our studios and students to participate in the event was a worth it.  It did 
so much to raise the efficacy of my studio and the motivation of my piano 
students.  When Clyde Mitchell told my student that she would be good at 
playing Beethoven concertos, I was quite blown over with his confidence 
in her ability.  This has provided her with a solid experience from which to 
withdraw from for future goals, plans and experiences.  Thank you for your 
vision and hard work to see it through.  Brenda, you deserve a medal! 
Warm Regards, 
ANGELINA VAN DYKE 
 
I loved the experience! It was incredible to have the opportunity of playing with an 
orchestra in front of a large number of people! I learned so much from the auditions, the 
recitals, and the rehearsals. And having a piece for so many months taught me much about 
different aspects of the piece and the phases of performance that must be overcome. 
Clyde Mitchell did a fantastic job as conductor and there were no bumps to work out in 
my performance with the orchestra. Also, playing with the orchestra made the piece seem 
new and it was exhilarating to be a part of the beautiful sound! I enjoyed every minute of 
it! I am so thankful that God let me be a part of this fantastic event and I hope others will 



be as thrilled with this opportunity as I have been. Thank you to everyone who put time 
and effort into making this experience the best possible! 
HANNAH SCHELTENS, PERFORMER 
 
** 
 
What an incredible blessing for us as parents to have our daughter be a part of the 
Concerto Stars. To know that she was getting an experience of a life time and that it 
would encourage her in her love of the piano was very special to us. Let alone the 
excitement of watching her play on stage with an orchestra. The whole process was very 
well organized and professionally done. We are very grateful to all who were involved to 
make this happen. 
TRACEY SCHELTENS (MOTHER) 
 
** 
 
I want to say thank you for everything that you have done. Without your help organizing 
and preparing these Concerto Star events we would never have been able to play with 
such talented students. We had an opportunity to work with Clyde Mitchell, hear Ian 
Parker perform and will shortly play with an orchestra, which will be so exciting! This 
has taken a lot of work but it has been such an AWESOME experience – so thank you so 
much for everything! I’ve had so much fun! 
MARILYN TRAN, PERFORMER 
 
** 
 
I had a great experience because I loved the sound of all the instruments playing behind 
me. It was a little nerve racking at first doing auditions and meeting Clyde Mitchell.  But 
when I met Clyde and practiced with the orchestra he was really nice and everybody 
made me feel okay. On the actual performance night it made me feel so good to look into 
the audience and see how many people had come to watch me.  I also really enjoyed 
wearing a tuxedo and was able to wear it to my school the next day and play my piano 
piece to my class. I showed them a video of me playing at the Bell Center as well. It was 
really nice to share it with my school. At the end of the concert, Clyde Mitchell said this 
could turn into an annual event. If it does I would hope to be able to be in it again next 
year. Thank you, 
THOMAS COLYN, PERFORMER 
 
** 
 
We were thrilled when Thomas was selected to be in Concerto Stars. We did not really 
know what to expect but we liked what we saw of the auditions and the level of music 
that seemed to be coming out of them. Thomas was really enthusiastic about the whole 



experience which encouraged us. It was truly great to be a part of this.  
Neither of us is very musical! We have not taken music lessons and wanted to ensure that 
our children were exposed to and involved in playing an instrument.  
It was very special to attend the concert and to be moved so much by the music that was 
played. It was nice to see the progression from pre-grade one (that Thomas played) all 
the way up to grade 9. The performers seems so young and yet so talented and capable of 
pulling off playing with an orchestra. It definitely inspired our to children to want to play 
piano longer. 
Thomas's grandparents had just flown back from England earlier that day and were also 
able to attend the concert. They were so impressed as well by the level of talent and 
dedication shown by the students. Also the teachers and the Conductor and all those that 
made the evening very special. Thank you to all those involved. 
HENK AND RACHEL COLYN, PARENTS 
 
** 
 
Rebecca said this: The experience  was very suspenseful for me, but the journey was a bit 
too long. I feel very honored to be chosen, and I feel more encouraged to play piano now. 
My teacher Mr. Thompson supported me to the very end of it. I will never forget this 
experience. It was incredible to play with Clyde Mitchel and the the Lions Gate sinfonia. 
I think the event is a huge success! Being Rebecca's parents, we feel very proud. We 
witnessed our daughter blossom into a young lady who enjoys performing music for the 
enjoyment of others. Thanks for the great opportunity!  
Thanks and Best Regards, 
REBECCA AMISANO & PARENTS 
 
** 
 
We, the parents of Emma Hoglund, immediately thought that giving young performers the 
opportunity to perform with an orchestra would be an incredible experience - something 
they would remember for the rest of their life!  The fact that piano teachers would also 
arrange an event like this shows their commitment to their students as it means a great 
deal of extra work for everyone!  For us, it meant a little bit of “extra” planning as we 
were in Seattle for the year, but we were determined to give Emma the opportunity as 
best we could, even if it meant extra driving and reorganizing of schedules.    
 
We would like to give a special thank-you to Mr. Kevin Thompson, Emma’s piano 
teacher, who accommodated our bizarre schedule with lessons when we could make it 
back to Canada, which usually meant giving up at least part of his weekends. 
 
The entire process – all of the competition levels and ensuing recitals – were very 
encouraging and supportive, all designed to ensure a positive experience for the 
performers regardless of which venue they were to perform at.   



 
The Bell Centre performers were very lucky to have Clyde Mitchell as their conductor.   
His warmth, patience and enthusiasm towards these young performers certainly helped 
the kids relax and enjoy the experience.  The richness of his accompaniments for the 
orchestra was a beautiful addition to the piano solos.  We know that Emma really enjoyed 
playing with these excellent musicians.   
 
We also really enjoyed Ian Parker’s performance that evening as well.  Perhaps, one regret 
for us might be that the Bell Centre performers did not have an opportunity to work with 
Ian Parker in a master class setting.  That would just have been an incredible opportunity 
as well.  Not sure if it is something that could be arranged for the future even though the 
event is officially over.   
 
For us, it was also very rewarding to see the young performers develop new friendships 
with each other and to share their feelings, nerves, etc., and to realize they all have those 
feelings but can overcome them.  Clyde was so right when he said that, most of the time, 
the performers are practicing by themselves and can easily forget the opportunities they 
have for sharing their music.  We definitely see a renewed spark of interest in Emma’s 
piano practicing, maybe because of this opportunity and the realization that hard work 
really can “pay off” with some incredible opportunities.  This mantra will bode well for 
any path that Emma and the other young musicians choose to follow. 
 
Thank you all for this amazing opportunity, for all your hard work. We would like to 
extend a special thank-you to Brenda Sleightholme, for organizing this event in our area, 
and to Clyde Mitchell and the Lion's Gate Sinfonia, for taking time in their busy 
schedules to make this all happen for the young South Fraser Valley pianists. It truly was 
the most amazing Mother’s Day Gift ever! 
Sincerely, 
DOROTHY AND BO HOGLUND (PARENTS) 


