
   
 

South Fraser Branch RMT Meeting 
Wednesday, September 18, 2013 
Fleetwood Library, Surrey, 10:00 am 
 
Attendance: 
Karen Gerrits Carmen Roberts 
Margaret Brew Anne Dalton 
Mila Pankrats Elizabeth Hammermeister  
Monica Kobelt Debbie Nagy  
Michelle (Barsalou) Bumpus Lea Tsui 
Paulette Nielsen Maureen Hollins 
Brenda Sleightholme Yvette Rowledge  
Rosemary Howe Irene Voros 
Jennifer Silva Ella Smith 
Mary Kim Cynthia Goddard 
Catherine Bundt Katy Messcu  
Amanda Lee Sharon Poon 
Launny Brian Elaine Blatchford 
Jennifer Condie Andrea Mesana 
Natasha Gonzales Sylvia Leigh 
Esther Neufeld Kamela Vinjau  
Leslie Chen Susan Olsen 
Monica Kobelt  
  
1. Welcome New Members 

Susan Olsen welcomed Karen Gerrits, Leslie Chen (who was our rep in the BC 
Piano Competition) and Amanda Lee. Susan had name tags for Miho Matsuo and 
Brianna Stevenson. 

 
2. Minutes of June 19th Meeting (Brenda Sleightholme) 

Katie Messcu moved, Sylvia Leigh seconded, to adopt the minutes as posted on our 
web site. CARRIED 

 
3. Treasurer’s Report (Mary Kim) 

Mary Kim reported that as of today, we have a total income of $17,505.09 and 
total expenditure of $21,635.07, including expenses paid for Concerto Stars. Our 
ending balance is $1,429.81 and term deposits of $19,231.27, totaling $20,661.08. 
The Festival Account balance is $11,135.79. 

 
4. Announcement  

All teachers in the Cloverdale/Fleetwood area are invited for an informal Coffee 
Time at the home of Catherine Bundt, 17925 – 70A Avenue, Surrey on Monday 
September 23, 10-11am.  This is a chance for new members  to meet other 
teachers, for all teachers to touch base about subjects and specialties we all teach and 
to pass along studio referrals.  If time and interest permit, we’ll watch a short 



pedagogy video.  
 

5. Surrey Arts Council and Membership/Grant (Susan Olsen) 
Although we paid the higher membership fee in order to get a grant and fulfilled 
their meeting attendance requirements (Susan attended 5 meetings and Brenda 
attended 1), we missed the deadline for application. This was mailed in August but 
Susan did not receive it.  SAC gave Susan another day to submit but it was 
impossible. If we want to apply for next year, we need an upcoming project, have to 
pay the $55 membership fee and attend 6 meetings.  

 
Maureen stated she didn’t think it was worth the membership. We don’t have public 
events that we can promote. Catherine stated that the festivals had been given $500 
grants in the past. No one volunteered to attend the Tuesday night meetings. 

 
Catherine Bundt moved, Elaine Blantchford seconded, that we opt for a single 
membership. CARRIED 

 
6. Website (Susan Olsen for Wendy Chan)  

Wendy and Susan would like to add a Highlights from the Meeting Report. 
Sections will be re-organized. Susan would appreciate comments from the website 
and asked whether the members preferred a Newsletter. Brenda commented that 
being paperless was better and that it could be online. No one should be 
accumulating boxes of paper when it could be scanned and archived on our website. 
She has found the 2004-2006 missing minutes.  
There have been some issues with emails so Susan will be checking emails.  

 
7. Professional Development (Jennifer Condie) 
 Jennifer presented two options from Marjory for the upcoming workshops on 

November 15th and 29th: 
Option #1 Workshop on Technique (Intermediate) and Workshop on Sonatinas 
Option #2 Workshop on Sonatinas (Grade 4-8) and Masterclass using Students to 
work with Sonatinas 
Jennifer was hoping to have a senior workshop in the Spring with Terry Dawson 
but needs to confirm this. 
The majority voted for Option #1 which Jennifer will relay to Marjory.  Tickets will 
be organized very soon.  

  
8. Canada Music Week:  November 17-23 

We were encouraged as a Branch to have an event and make a report to the 
Provincial co-ordinator.  Brenda mentioned the two pieces commissioned by David 
Duke which will be on our website. We’ve had Carter Johnson who made a great 
presentation. We’ve had composers come and work with the students in the past. 
There were no volunteers but it will be left open for other Branch members to 
consider organizing an event. 

 
9. Festivals:   

String and Flute Festivals – to be arranged by the participating string/flute 
teachers 

   
 Piano Festival Discussion  
 Discussion ensued regarding the Festival location (Northwood United Church?),  

Junior & Senior (7-11) combined schedule OR back-to-back, and the need for a 
convenor for each festival. Everyone felt the festivals should be back-to-back but not 
with two classes going on at the same time. There were some advantages, eg. 



organizing the piano, but not enough manpower to spread between the two at the 
same time.  
 
Brenda suggested co-convenors to ease the workload and assist newcomers. Susan 
suggested a minimum committee of four. The jobs aren’t that daunting and there are 
a few meetings. Susan will take names of volunteers. Everyone wants a festival! 
Wendy Chan is proposing that “online registration” might be possible.  

  
Susan will call a meeting with past experienced and potential new members. Job 
descriptions to be reviewed at this meeting. The enthusiasm from being on a Festival 
committee has carried those participating teachers far. Memories stay with you and 
make you want to do it again. Catherine, Maureen and Katy volunteered to host the 
meeting on a Wednesday morning. 

 
10. Questionnaire 

Susan distributed the results of the Questionnaire and reviewed the preliminary 
comments. A full report will be posted on the website. 

 
11. Adjournment 

Susan asked if we were missing coffee and cookies. It was decided this was one 
less thing for us to do.  
 
Moved by  Jennifer, seconded by Karen, to adjourn the meeting. CARRIED 

 
 

 
Next meeting: Wednesday November 20th at Fleetwood Library 10:00 am to Noon 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Sleightholme 
Vice President / Recording Secretary 
South Fraser RMT 


