
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

South Fraser Branch of BC Registered Music Teachers’ Association 

Wednesday, January 17th, 2018 

Northwood United Church, 10am 

 

Attendees: 

Helga Murray 

Leslie Chen  

Sylvia Leigh 

Maureen Hollins  

Esther Neufeld 

Dianne Szarapka 

Dianne Meister  

Yvette Rowledge 

Berva Warkentin 

Eva Law 

Debbie Nagy  

Belinda Li 

Christy Kuettel 

Phyllis Heppner 

Paulette Nielsen 

Sandra Starek 

Sharon Poon 

Carmen Roberts 

Léa Tsui 

Debbie Boganes  

 

 

 

Welcome by Helga Murray, President 

 

Minutes of the November 15th meeting are posted on our website. 

    Moved by Leslie Chen, seconded by Sharon Poon to adopt the minutes as circulated.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

(as of December 1, 2017) 

General Assets: $ 23,147.39 

Festival Assets:   $ 7,632.64 

 

Please remember to renew your membership by going on the BCRMTA website!  

The deadline is March 1st. 

 



Committee Reports 

1. Strings Festival:  Rick Dorfer (read by Helga Murray) 
 

In December, we opened the bank account. (Thank you to Helga for the letter.) 

Online entry forms went smoothly. (Thank you to Wendy Chan.) 

We have 79 entries and over 4 teachers.  This made scheduling fairly easy.  We are over 

two days - Sunday Feb 11 and Monday Feb 12 at St John’s Presbyterian.   

Adjudicator Lucy Shaw had to withdraw because of her husband’s illness.  We have 

Sharon Stanis from UVic as her replacement. 

The participating teachers have had great communication throughout this process.  I 

believe that everyone is fairly upbeat heading into February. I think that the toughest 

(but most joyful) part right now is getting the students ready. 

Thank you to everyone for their support. 

 

2.   Junior Festival:  Christy Kuettel 

We have 378 entries and 17 ensembles. Entries are down compared to last year. The 

good news is that we won’t need the Fireside room for the Friday, which means we will 

save $185.  

We still have two duties that are not yet filled: Tuesday (Feb. 20) afternoon and 

Wednesday (Feb. 21) morning. If anyone is able to fill in for these duties, please contact 

Belinda Li.  

 

3.   Senior Festival: Leslie Chen 

Just like the Junior Festival, the Senior Festival had less entries this year, with 196 

entries and 19 teachers. To give you a comparison, back in 2015 we had over 200 entries 

from around 30 teachers!  

We’re excited about Corey Hamm and Donna Symons coming to be our adjudicators. 

The Celebration Recitals will be on March 3rd.  

Jane Hou has finished scheduling teachers for duties, and you will be receiving your 

duties descriptions soon. We want to thank Barb Methven, Debbie Nagy, Marjorie Foxall, 



Calla Strain, and Susan Olsen for filling in the remaining duties that teachers could not 

do. 

Dianne Szarapka would like to thank teachers for paying via E-transfers. She has receipts 

ready for those who donated to the scholarship fund.  

Wendy Chan is busy working on the festival programs, and is expecting to have them by 

February 10th.  

 

 

Business: 

1. Canada Music Week Recitals 2017: Maureen Hollins 
 

When you read the Canada music week recital report in the magazine, please remember 

that Kevin forgot to mention the composition books. 

We had 2 recitals and 13 teachers – about 30 in each recital (5:30pm and 7:30pm). In 

addition to piano students, we had Carmen’s flute students, and that added a lot to the 

program. 

I asked Katya to be our composer-in-residence for the evening. She spoke to the kids at 

the end. Here was a “real living, breathing [composer]” encouraging composition! 

We had cake, and everyone had a happy time. The kids played really well. It was a 

worthwhile event.  

 

2. Canada Music Week Composition Books: Kevin Thompson  
                                                                            (read by Helga Murray) 

 

We have the Canada Music Weeks Composition Books ready here for pickup. Please 

come and get your books. There are also 11 books that are for sale for $10 each. 

Kevin’s report, which was not read: 

The compositions book was a huge success.  Nine teachers entered pieces from 37 

students.  Most composition were piano, but there was also flute and voice.  

Unfortunately, there was a printing glitch at Staples with the .pdf, resulting in significant 

printing errors in the book.  Staples very kindly reprinted all 55 books at no extra cost!  If 



you had ordered books, be sure to pick up the new ones.  There are still a few books left 

for sale if any are interested for $10.   

 

3.   Forrest Kinney Workshop: Marlene Bartsch (read by Helga Murray) 

The Forrest Kinney workshop has been cancelled due to lack of interest. 

 

4.   Sept 2018 BC Piano Competition: Kevin Thompson (read by Leslie Chen) 

Twelve teachers with ARCT entries from the past three festivals have been emailed the 

entry form for South Fraser as well as the rules for BC and CF. The deadline for our 

South Fraser entries is February 1, 2018.  Our adjudicator is Kay Zavislak from Western 

Washington University in Bellingham.  The location is White Rock Baptist Church.  And 

we have arranged for a Fazioli concert grand.  The date for the competition is Saturday, 

September 22.  Semi-finals start at 1:00 and the finals at 7:30.  Posters for your studios 

will be available in April.  This is going to be a fantastic local event for you and your 

students to hear some great piano playing! 

 

5.   TYFTM Practice-a-thon: Helga Murray 

The Practice-a-thon started this Monday. It’s going to be on the front page of the Surrey 

Now – Leader newspaper. Feel free to post the article in your studio if your studio is 

participating.  

Shelley reminds us that Mandarin packages are available if you have families that speak 

Mandarin. She also reminds us that if we raise $50,000, we would get $5000 towards 

our scholarship fund. 

Back at the meeting in September, there had been overwhelmingly positive response 

from the branch members regarding wanting to participate in the Practice-a-thon. But 

now that the time is here, it seems that most teachers are actually not participating in it. 

 

Discussion on why teachers and students are not participating in this Practice-a-thon: 

 Teenagers already need to raise money for other things in school (e.g. band trips), 
and so they do not want to do this fundraiser. 



 Some of students are in private schools, or are in Delta/Langley/other areas etc. and 
not in the Surrey public school system, and so they do not feel like it’s a cause they 
can relate to.  

 A lot of families are not used to the practice-a-thon / “raising money” idea. 

 Some teachers do not feel comfortable going around asking people for money or 
asking their students to fundraise. 

 Some students wanted to raise money, but only for a cause they are actually 
passionate about (e.g. the WE foundation). 

 The packages are too complicated; maybe we need to adopt a simpler model. 

 Some teachers believe that buying a piano for the Surrey school district would not 
solve the problem in the public school’s education system where the music programs 
are still getting cut. (It’s not about whether a school has a piano; it’s about the 
education system and whether they value music program enough to keep music 
educators teaching music in the public schools.) 
 

 

Other input: 

 Sharon Poon used to do practice-a-thons for MYC, and it was not hard to get young 
kids to participate. Each time a student raises $50, the student’s name goes in a draw 
for movie tickets. This helped motivate the students on fundraising. 

 Esther Neufeld remembers that it took the whole province 2 years to raise $20,000 to 
buy a van for Variety Children’s foundation. If it took all of BC 2 years to raise that 
much money, perhaps TYFTM has set the bar too high by aiming to raise $25,000 in 
the span of 2 weeks (just in the Surrey area). 

 The only teacher (present at the meeting today) who is having a successful time 
doing this Practice-a-thon with her students is Christy Kuettel. Her students have 
been raising money. 

 When asked whether anybody would participate in this Practice-a-thon again (next 
time), Christy Kuettel was the only teacher, but she did agree that it should be for a 
different cause.  

 

 

6.   Announcements: Helga Murray 

1) There will be a masterclass and recital by Alexei Tartakovsky at Helga’s. The date was 

originally set for March 4th, but there is also a concert that day, so we might have to 

move it.  

(The possibility of moving it to March 5th, a Monday, was mentioned. However, some 

teachers who would like to come do teach Monday evenings.)  



2) BCRMTA nametags for new members will be ready by the festival. Anyone else who 

needs a replacement can contact Helga directly.  

 

 

Sharon Poon and Maureen Hollins moved to adjourn the meeting. 

 

     

Adjournment 


